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Responsibility

Society does not told  itself responsible for  opinicons

expressed or, statements made by authors of rapers in this
Journal. Ho article or item from this Jourmal mau be reproduced
without the written permission of the society.

Dmissions

The size of this journal i= governed by pastal charges. Therefore
it has been necessary to either exclude articles or reduce the
content of other material. I apologise and trust that the editing

noet  altered the cantext of the article. Also apologies for

reproductive quality of the financial statement.

Theme of the next issue

March 1995. The Wollondillu Shire Council will be celebrating 1688
wears of local geovernment in this area in Maw 1S53 The Picton
Bnr‘ough was incorporated in 1895, Ferhaps one of your ancestors

2 councillar<alderman or alternatively weorked for or

contracted to. the Council, Please tell us about it?
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From the President

December — and "The vear of the Family" has passed so quickly.
In our recent participation in the spicton Village Fair”, our st zll
worked well as a public rslations axercise with mand visitors at
the Coach House and making enquirias.

We have welcomad new faces to our Executive and relinquished
the orgaznization of the Stonequarrdy Festival of firts and Crafts
to the Picton AH & L Saciety Inc. This means Wwe will have a new
direction in fund-raising.

Gur October and Nouvember speakers, Mr al L-jci-iu.i-jod_and Mr
Uincent Pike antertained ws with their individaoal stuyles of
repartes. — many questions and miuch discussicnh fallowed their
talks.

After two months as Fresident, 1 am awars of the diverse
membership of our Society. Each of us has varying interests and
ressons for belonging to it. With a new wear approaching, we Mmay
give thousght to how we can contribute to the Society - so that
as a body, we can channel its activities, considering where each
of cur members can best help, according to interests, needs and

Cuar .

Sa we lecok forward to seeina Jou at ocur next seneral meeting
¢(1Zth Fehbruary 1935 or “hearing” from Jou through the mail. For
thase who cannot attned our Christmas me=ting, mda best wishes
for a happu and safe Christmas.

FEEEEIEETEFETETEFTEE

The MHatural Cultural Environment
The Historic Perspective
by:— Pebter Reay

Gne is often gquesticned what iz the relevance of nature -
natural environment, to Hictory or an Historical Society. One
would then have to guestion what is history — buildinas, people,
events - doing in the natural envirconment and more importantly
what has it done to and =till deoing to the natural enviconment.
it iz all interrelated, =11 relevant and i=s all cart of the
Ciiltural Environmental Heritage.

gustralian Aboriginal Culture taz deweloped to live with nature.
They have rezlized that pecple depended upon the izmd for
surwival, of belonging to the land, rather than the land
balconging to one of several people. This rezlisaticn continues
todauy and more and more people of dif ferent cultural
backarounds realise that nature has no boundaries, fence lines
and cannot be trained to ao in straight lines or wherever we
want it to go. We need to adapt our ways, to be more in line
and in harmond with the natural environment.
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Since white occupation of Australia, large areas have heen
clesred of natursl bushland. Natjve wildlife hawvs besn rushed
to the extrems tao survive in competition with arazing animals,
daemestic and feral animals, weeds znd other impacts.

In Australia we have the largest rate of extinctions in species
and it still continues. J88,860 hectares of bushland is =till
cleared annually in  this country. What species of flora and
fauna have we lest that we didn’t even known existed before
its destruction and how do we know what was ance there, once
it was cleared?

Historical and scientific documentation tell us these things and
more  =o  cultural information is rlaying = bigger role. As
Aboriginal communities have stariez op cultural information
relating to plant or animal species 9oing back thousands of
Uears,

farlu writings of Louise Meredith of Sydney tell us sketchy
information about the colour of bush fowers and chape and
from that botanists can determine the most likely s=species.
Other early betanistss=cientists tell us much zbout the flora
and Tauna, the waterwaus, bushland and grasslands of this
land. The minute detzils of certain regi
Journals, pressings and callections. Maturalistzs of an area tell
us much of the patural environment.

1d

Howadays, resesarch and the collection of historical dats ar
done by same government departments but much more is needed.
Community based research is developing and many orpportunitias
are ariging for this to occur,

e have valuable assets in this region such 4= the likrary at
the Coach House or the library at Wirrimbirra Sanctuary which
offer valuable resource material for researching the past and
recerding for the future. We need to support these community
based ventures if we are to support and consaerve our Cultural
Environmental Heritags.

Soeme species  of fauna. threatenad and close to possible
extinctoen in the ares are; Brush Tailed-Rock IWazllaby, Powerful
Owl, Rock iHlarbler, Platupus, Koala, Brush Tailed Phascogalue,
{small rodent) possibly  Guolls (tiger-cat), aquatic Epacias -
rare frogs and various Plant species =uch a5 arcund orchids
atc.,

if uouw are interested in being involved in community based
research of the natural environment in Your ares and helping
to build on the historical decumentation as well as helping
species - contact myuself, Peter Reau on <G46) 818774 - wvarious
groups will form as part of the Threatened Species Hetwork in
1995,
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PICTON HAIRDRESSER'S TRADITION.
by James(Wal) Lockwood.

wales Wallace Watson,Picton Hairdresser and Tobacconist1from
1894 to his death 1910 was unaware of his ancestral history.
Recently researched and confirmed it is now filed with the
Picton and District Historical and Family History Society.

His line goes to America,England,Ireland,The Mayflower 1620
settlement Plymouth USA,and beyond through Burke's and Debretts
Peerage listing ancestors to King Edward I and before to
william the Conqueror 1066 and all that.

He came to Picton having to fight T.B.,with a pregnant wife and
a baby girl who later married and one of whose children
discovered the history previously unknown. The following graph
attempts to show his past was well recorded,some of which led to

his death from disease which his eneric background could not
overcome. ( Graph neAd ncludled - Ed)

There was in all this a silver lining with his reported Silver
Mine discovery in 1899 in the Burragorang Valley now being
researched further,

No doubt the Nickelodeon (Jukebox) installed in his shop 1900
tinkled some teBrific tunes as the barbers shears clicked after
that occassion.

He knew his ailment was inherited from his mother and that his
father was a sea captain with peculiar accent and clothes. Being
a Yankee his father was not encouraged by local society. As a
proud American citizen he could not be accepted as a member of
the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron. However he was accepted as a
champion yachtsman for Commodore and club boat owners pleasure
winning their races for them such as the first Intercolonial
Yacht Regatta in Melbourne i 1883 on R.P.A.Y.C. Commodore

Dr. Milford's yacht "Doris".

Into this hairdresser,sea captain world,Minnie kdwards was
attracted as his wife becoming a sailor also only to lose her
hearing by cold water immersion in a harbour sailing accident.
She lived in Ficton for 16 years,stone deaf,raising two girls.
One with musical talent who cared for her,the other to marry
with children leading to the unfolding ol this story.

liis daughter Lklsie kept up her artistic talent developed by the
Picton Josephite Nuns with painting in both watercolour and oils.

His grandson managed and expanded the well established family
business of Manufacturing Chemists into an international
reputation winning two Export Awards. This research interest
was later to reveal the family history which preceeded the
Picton era.

Two of his great grandsons followed the barber shop tradition
by taking up its offshoot Dental Frofession,

One of his great great grandsons has been accepted as a Life
Member of ihe Society of Mayflower Descendants, Plymouth MA.
U.S.A. with five family descents continuing the family
history now filed in Picton.

A photograph of Wales W.Watson is yet to be identified,he
usually being the photographer. One would be appreciated.

continved. poge S,
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From the Social Secretary

COMIKRG EVERTS for 1935

Februaryd Judith Dwnne - vCametaries - vshort Poppies”

HI! !:Ili:“[l

March <Ev=ning iNalk) andrew Wilson — ﬂrchaenlagg

fpril and May aboriginal and Matural Environmental History
‘ . .

June, Julu and pugust cultural Music 7 arts History

gld EBush Craft

Sering
September Hiztoric Gardens and Homes
grtober Cemeteries
Hovember SEvening Halk? Bu=h Heritage
C;!imfﬁ's':t'
Decembsr End of Year Party

Help, suggestions and ideas welcoeme for places to yisit, picnics,
gueszt speakers atc. Pleaze ring me oh ip4sy 218774

Peter Eead

FFIFEFFEETEFEFFEFEEEET
Fraom the Rrchivist

Since taking an the position of archivist, I have found marny and
varied articles. R lot of notes are from the Late F. Bruce Knox
had given to the Socieety over the dears.

&t phote of HP Elarkford’s house in Arina Road: Pheasants nest,
_has had several people jcoking at it and acking for copies.

Some of the other items of interest are:—
Past Office Directaries for 186E-1875.
List of Business Houses at Uarious Times
summaries of Picton Poct and Picton News WP until 1989,
These have been index=d.

Recently completed by member Colin Post are inde» cards for all
the EBDM. from the ricton Fost - Picton Hews up to 1284 Alsc
the fTull newspaper articie for death, funeral and probate
ncetice has been produced in Tive £S5 wolumes.

Dianne Irwin
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Journal Format

vou will notice that the journal cover has been modified and wa
trust that this will not caucse too many problems with other
sacieties. 1 cannct guarantee that somecne else will not change
it in the future but for the time being all covers will be in
v"hiack and white” and in the sama format.

One of our members commented that the colours of the Picton
Pubklic schools were now officially ®"black and white"” and that
this was probably because the local rugbu league team is krown
as the Picton "Magpies". 3She was quickly advised that ths
csporting club’s colours were black and white decades before the
term "Magpie" was adopted by the local team.

However, while we too have acsumed the colours of "hiack and
white", it iz primarily 2 v“racst caving exercise" and we hz=sten to
assure wdou that we do not concider our societu sclely "Picton”
haced. Picton is simply the home aof our librargsrescurce centre.

fentrefold

another new innovation is the centrefold. Ho, it is not &
provocative photoagraph of one of our members but a removeable
cheet which will not destroy the context of members® articles.
These four p&ges are s ncubstitute newsletter® and will Tocus

on activities for "uou®
Journal frticles

1t has alwaus seemesd Lo me that the majority of articles,
whether in our Jjournsl orf in sther similar publications, have
been submitted by locally baced members. Yet, why do we have
zuch a large membership of people who live autside our area?
Obuicusly, because these pecple have a specified interest in this
area and a lot of them are family historians. ke recoanise that
you cannot attend meetings and we accept that ucu are unable
to assist with the maintainance of our library but you are able
to contribute to our tnowledge of this area.

Nothing is more rewarding thar "an exchange of ideas". If it was
passible  te combine 211 wour knowledge we could have a
wonderful sccial history of this area. You have the "indepth
tnowledge® of your family anc we have accumulated 3 wast
collection of localldy related records. Bearing this is mind, we
ar-e willing toc publish journals to reflect your input.

Ouer the uesars we have compiled a locally based “"Occupation
Index" and we are prepared to share thiz informaticon with you.
Gnce we have received a number of articles pertaining Lo a
vepecific cccupation® we shall publish =z list of names of pecple
engaged in that "gocupation” and 0f possible an accompanging
article outlining the activity in this areasa.



P ORLICITTY
buy:-— Seofirey Fegent
Usteran Lawyer Racalls Picton as Rail Centre

Foar the last regular mesting for the vear on Mondau, November
i4, 1994, +the Society was entertained by twe cutstznding
speakers.

Heading up the double bill was %@-uear—old lawuer, Yincent Pike,
founding pariner of the wvenerable Sydneu law firm, "Pike, Pike
and Fenwick®. A most remarkable man, Mr Pike’s incisive mind and
memory belie his years. khen he retired from legal practice at
age 83, he turned around and comrpleted an Arts degree maljoring
in hictoryg.

Choosing for his topic the historu of the Picton railway, Mr Fike
recalied the days when Picton was an important and flourishing

railway town. A& large workforce was emplodsed in Picton’s
extensive shunting yards and its workshops, which provided repair
and maintenance services to the busy mainline rail traffic around
the turn of the century. A turntable, neseded then for turning
steam enaines, can still be seen partly submerged in today’=
greatly reduced Picton gards.

Second speaker for the evening was Sam Storey, from the
Hawkesbury-MNepean Catchment Trust, who gave details of 3 Joint
exercise ., "Healing the Stonequarry Creek® plannedby the Trust
and the Wollondilly Shire Council.

With the aid of the "Operation Healina® grants program, the aim
of the exercise is to refeocus community attention on  "aur
creek”. Community groups are asked to commit themselves, within
their ocwn carpabilities, to accept responsibility for the care and
rehabilitation of even a small area of the creek and its
surroundinas. Expert help and guidance will be given.

The Trust and the Council are anxions to receive indications o
support for this important project from interested groups a
scon as possible, preferably before the end of Hovember 12394, j
order to secure the necessaru grants. The project itself, of
course will net get uwunderwaw unptil early in 1995 Interested
groups should contact John Sprouwle at Wollondilly Cowuncil on
(B463771326.

a1, ~h

EFEFFEFEETTETEISETF

From the Librarian
Journal Jottings

R.AH.5 Computerising the convicts - data base containing ouver
11,888 H.S . convicts has been installed at Hyde Park
Barracks Musewm and available to the public,

5ail Hanger
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Local Histery in Primary Schools

When Local History was introduced as an extra curricular
activity intoe primary schools in thiz area, several memhbers of
the society assisted Mrs Joan Brown of the Picton Public School
with the program. The following =tocry was written by &
participating =student and each segment was illustrated by a
rhotograph. Due to editorial constraints and the poor
reproductive quality of the rhotocopying, the photographs thave
beern amitted and the article -has therefore been amanded
accardingiuy. {Ed)

EEEFIXIEEXELEZZIEEEE

BEMMY
bhy:— Phillip Syphers
{Picton Public Schoel - Grade &-1994)

This is a true story. It i=s about my Great Uncle Ben. 1 dedicate
this story to his memory. He was born on 18th of December 1923
and died on 18th of May 1992, He was = 3rd generation farmer
on Razorback, his wife was harn and bred in the Burragorang
Malley from a long line of farmers tthe O°Brien familyl.

I was born at Razorback on the farm in the slab hut which is
still standing behind the new house. When I was a boy, I lived on
Razarback. We did not have much money. I had 4 sisters and I
was the eldest so 1 had to help Dad with a lat of the work.

e had to get the cows in for milking each day before we sat
off in the horse and cart for school. Often we didr’t make jt
to schoeol, and Mum and Dad didn’t mind as long as we came home
with a feed of rabbits.

At school the old teacher used to let us out early if he EaW
the Gyrsies coming along the road in their horse drawn wvans,
Theu often camped on the Cawdor Flats., We also rassed the ald
Swaggy often; with his long beard and baa rolled up to sleap
or.

Eddy Dangate, the jce man was a favourite as he often chipped
us kids off 3 bit of ice as we =struggled up old Razorback Road
on = hot dau.

Other vistors to the farm fwhich was quite an event) was the
old bagman Mpr Clarke, who ccllected 311 the cld corn plus bags=.
He had an old truck similar to the one Dad has lcad g with hay.

ke didn*t have much moned, but Mum and Dad always had a good
vege garden, chooks, a goat, sheep, pigs as well as the dairy., He
alzo caught rabbits for her ferrets d{which she sold for extra
money? railing them all over the state.



& photograph was +taken of me with me thres aldest sisters on

the werandah of the nsw house fwhich g son noew ljves in? owhich
the gyoungest sister was born ifs.

= proud of hiz hard working ztzllion which ploughed mand
figlds. Lots of peas were clankted once rhe war broke cut, with
ea pickers to help at haruest time.

We always Knew about the harsh Australian climate, and
suerybody wore hats. kWater was slways a bit scarce too.
Bathtime was onhce 3 wesk, in 2 round tub in front of the fira in
winter. In the summer time we cpent & lot of time swimming in
the creeks.)

Tad was in one of the old movies about the bushrangar Capbain
Ztarlight who aften took refugs doWwn Burrasgorang Uzlley, whers
Mum t07Brien? was born.

-r

We weare married at St tiark’s Church; w4 zister Rita was Lhe
hridesmaid and Jenise konson s¥itchen) the Flower Sirl.

-I--I--I*-I-i-l—i—-l-l—i--l-l—-l

¥ .5 W. Family Historuy State Conferance
Repart prepared buy:-— Rail Hanger

The Conference started on Fridad night with a sacial _get
together. Upon arrival we received our registration packs, which
conbained name tags andg a programme Tor the weekend. A liaht
supper was orouided with good country cooking. 8= Picton is on
the State committes, Friday was also & meeting in order to
preparse Tor the annual meeting on the Ssunday morning.

To the tune of rain. the Conference =tarted bright and early
caturday morning following the official welcome bu the Mavor of
Casino, Senthil Uzsan, President Ioan Hewman (Casinoy and Cynthia

Tl

cley iState gscociation?.

The John Crowe Memorial faddress was given by Robun Howell who
spoke on the problems of rarly Settlement. The convicts went
from being zerntenced to death to being pardoned on condition of
transportation to pustralia, where they faced the unknown. She
cpoke on the hardships faced bd poth men and women, who made
this country what it is today.

Following morning taza, LColin Shecehan Spoke on using the
gustralian Joint Coapuing Project. Excest for the basic use of
convict records and relatad papers, thiz project has been under
utiliced by family historians in the their research. Colin spokse on
the weslth of information available to the researcher, such a=s
letters back to the English government and in some Case details
of letters batween the colonu and the home country.



Shauna Hicks spokes on Missing Ancestors. Shauna Fresented 3
lively talk on looking for the missing behind bars. The infarmation
could give a detailed description of dour ancestor and lead to
cther avenues of research. As this had been the case in ma own
research, 1 found this talk most interesting and informative.

Rfter a most enjouabls lunch, John Ferry enlightened us on Wills
and the trouble theu can cauze in Tamilies. Eut together with
the death certificate and the decessed ecstats Files, a weslth of
information can be found on the lifestule and circumstances of
the familu.

Maurice Ruan talked on Newspaper Ressarch in Genealogy.
Newspapers allow us to find ocut what was happening at any
given time. Theu also are of use in disproving family tales, eg.,
"he was born on a dark and stormyu night’, When the paper was
locked at, the weather was listed as fine and clear.

The final speaker far the day was Jennifer Harrison who spoke
orn Female Convicts - Enterprising Criminals. Jennifer enlightensd
us on the female convicts and whether theu were reallu
convicts., Females had = hard life in the colony. One was arrested
for walking arm in ara down the street on 3 Sunday instead of
attending church.

Saturday night was the Conference dinner with ower 125 Fecrle
in sttendance. It was an enjogable evening talking family history
to our hearts® content with our dinper companions.

Earlu Sundau Mmorning, on the daulight saving weekend, the annual
meeting of the Association was held. The 1995 Conference will be
at Hastings Valley and the Conference in 1958 will be hosted by
the Hornshy Ku-ring-aqaij Societu. In 1997 the Conference will be
held in NMewcastle to coincide with the official celebrations. While
I attended the annual meeting, Helen attended a seminar given by
the State Archives, which she found very informative.

. Rlison Morgan froem E.D.M. spoke on the changes in the
Eranscription service and the establishment of 2 family history
reading room. In the long term, the registry is looking at
releasing all records wntil 19532, This will involue approximately 9
million records.

The morning was rounded off with short talks by Hesther
Garnsey on AGCI and Jamie Arnfield on Family Research an D Rom.

On the whole the weekand was most enjoyable, meating nld and
making new friends. 1 should mention a3 fortune could have been
spent at all the books stalls. 1 had 3 lovely time at the
Victorian stall. I would recommend the Conference to anyone and
it is hoped that next years will ge just as well. The Committec
of Casing is to be commended Tor their well run weekend.
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PEEFS a7 FICTON'S PaST by F.B. Knox
MEMBERS INTEREEST DIRECTORY
paRG0 SENERAL CTEMETER TRANSCRIPT

UPFER PICTON SENMERAL CEMETERY TRANSCRIFT

FEDEANE UNITIHG (Formerly pdesleuany GRAVEYARD TRAMSCRIFT

ST MARK’S aHGLICAN <Pictond GROUVEYARD TRAHSCRIFT
THIRLMERE GEHERAL CEMETERY TRANSCRIPT

Ho. 1. RAILMWAY PRECINCT RAMELE (Picton) bu Jan Ress
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3. LIEUT. GEMERAL SIE THOMAS PICTON. K.GC. E.
bu Cunthia Collison
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Ho. 5. HARMONY HOME ¢Picton-Thirlmera? by Jan Ross

2. IT HAD hvi DEFIHITE HAME - f FOSTAL HISTORY OF
TaHMOOR 1232-1216 by Marlane Fairfa=x
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Mo, 7. AWTOHIO MaHRGLIS, THE FIRST GREEK THEHIAN BOREH
SETTLER IN H.S.d. by Jan Ross

Ho. 5. FICTOHM COURT HOUSE & LOCKE-UP by Jan Ross

Ho. . 5T MARY'S TOWERS - DOUGLAS FARK

{Mepean Towsrs - idilton, East Barao?
{Park Hall — East Pargo) bu Pat Shephard
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THIRLMERE PUBLIC SCHOOL 18
HISTORY OF THE FORBIDDEH LaND — iollendiliv Shire

THE TRAIL EOSS. THE FalRLEY FAMILY and PICTOH HISTORY
by Joan Brown

HISTORY OF THE QUEEMN QicTORIa MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
bu Jan Eoss

C WILTOH-EAST EBARSO. & Erief Historg by Pat Shephard .
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