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The Geno’s Twelve Days of Christmas

On the twelth day of christrnas my researcher sent to me

12 hordes — a — linking
11 squatters squatting
10 diggers digging

9 fabulous findings

8 list of shipping

7 maids —a — missing

6 charts — a — straying
5 pedi — grees

4 convicts birds

3 BDMs

2 bran — ches

ands a com — plete family tree

ARROW

OFFICE PRODUCTS

Stationery & Office Supplies
For the Home, School or Office
Printer Cartridges/ Toners/ Ribbons/ Fax film
Office Furniture & Equipment
Photocopying & Plan Printing

10% Discount on Adult & Student
Educational supplies.

109 — 111 Argyle Street Picton
Ph - 4677 1600
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Showcase 2004

Showcase — the Society of Australian Genealogist’s annual two-day
family history fair — will be held on Friday 28 and Saturday 29 May
2004 from 10.00 am — 4.00 pm. Showcase is a great opportunity for
those just starting their family history to seek help from the experts
— government departments, record offices, research specialists and
many others. And for those who’ve hit that brick wall it can be a
good way to gain new inspiration and research ideas.

Our popular lecture series will again be a part of Showcase over the
two days and there’ll be stalls with books, software and CDs to buy,
and tables manned by government departments, transcription agents
and SAG volunteers and Interest Groups giving research advice and
look-ups of popular and new records for both Australian and
overseas research. And of course our famous sausage sizzle and
refreshment stalls will operate on both days.

Tickets go on sale on 1 April and are $10 for one day or $15.00 for
both days if purchased in advance, or $15.00 on either day if
purchased at the door — all GST inclusive. Buying in advance is a
good idea as you can study the programme booklet and better plan
your visit.

Need more information? Contact the Society of Australian
Genealogists on (02) 9247 3953 or visit our website at
WWW.sag.org.au

Society of Australian Genealogists

120 Kent Street, Sydney NSW 2000

Tel: (02) 9247 3953 Fax: (02) 9241 4872
Internet: www.sag.org.au
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Teatowel

Now for SALE

Our Tea Towel can now be
purchased at the Society rooms
or by post.

Picton and District Historical and
Family History Society Inc.
P.O. Box 64, Picton NSW 2571

Tea Towels $10.00 each + postage and handling $3.50

Please send me Tea Towels @ $13.50 each
Amount of Tea Towels
Total payment enclosed: $
Name:
Address:
A
Page 3
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WHAT IS A FAMILY HISTORIAN

Between the innocence of childhood and the happy awareness of the mental
asylum, we have that delightful person called the family historian.

Family Historians come in assorted sizes, shapes and colours, but all have the
same creed: to track ancestors in more archives, more libraries and newspapets
than any other person and to impart their stories to anybody who will listen.

They are found everywhere. Hunched up in front of microfiche readers, sfling
through musty old newspapers, thumbing dog eared index cards, and the very
enthusiastic can even be found lurking in graveyards.

The Register General loves them, libraries tolerate them, their families humour
them and friends shake their heads in bemusement.

To family and friends they are someone who collects old photos and documents,
litters the spare room, wiites dozens of unanswered letters and has a huge phone

bill.

They are a composite. They possess the curiosity of a cat, the patience of Job, a
craving for the mother country, eyesight attuned to old writing and 2 hand in
their pocket all the time. Nobody else is enthusiastic about a headstone, gets so
much fun out of a post office directory, sits for hours reading a microfilm and
then falls asleep watching the T.V.

They are strange creatures and supreme optimists. Years can pass while they look
for that vital clue that leads to the joyful shout of “I’ve found him® Your heart
goes out to them, your soul is uplifted, at long last they will become normal, until
in the next breath they say, “ I wondet when so and so was born.”

Unknown
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area as well as further a field. Clumsy gas-producers fitted to the rear of the car enabled
charcoal to be used to fuel cars and trucks, although it was a dirty substitute.

The nearest doctors were at Picton, Dr. Brody next to the Primary School and
Dr. Johnson near the present Bowling Club. Sister Dinneville, our Bargo Bush Nurse
looked after everyone from 1937 to her retirement approx. 1960.

An Assyrian salesman, Mr George, sold clothing, linen, boots and haberdashery
door to door from a van.

Medication, snakebite cure, arnica and vanilla essence etc. for the family could
be purchased from the Rawleigh man, also at the door. He carried a vardety of cure-all
treatment for animals.

Families got their fruit and vegetables every Wednesday from Mx Jack Owners
red Bedford truck on his weekly run. Later, a fresh fish twice weekly delivery service
supplied the people of Bargo.

The hotel has been renovated several times, however it is still basically the same
building with the addition of an Eftpos machine and poker machines. The colloquially
known sow-pen where women could have a drink if they dared, no longer exists.

Three churches were well supported, also a good Primary School, (High School children
caught the 6.20am train to Liverpool returning on the 6.20pm train).

A power generated picture theatre showed moving pictures in a converted igloo
left over from the War years. It stood almost at the end of Noongah Street. The fare to
enter was sixpence, (five cents) the tickets were purchased from a tiny office just inside
the door. A stained tongue-and-grooved wooden floor and timber pop-up seats bolted in
rows occupied the body of the igloo; the only upstairs bit was where the projectionist
worked his magic. After each show the movies were rewound and taken to the train
station to be returned to Sydney from whence the next weeks entertainment would be
forwarded. Everyone stood respectfully for the English Anthem ‘God Save The King’.
There was a newsreel introduction with our own Australian laughing kookaburra, a
travelogue or cartoon followed by shorts of the coming attractions. The roaring lion of
Metro-Golden-Mayor or the lovely lady holding a sparkling torch aloft signifying
Columbia Movies preceded the main feature. At halftime everyone could buy sweets from
the little shop inside the theatre door, then a second movies was shown.

Pictures starring Hopalong Cassidy, Black Beauty, Lassie Come Home, musicals
with Ginger Rogers and Fred Astaire, Bing Crosby, Victor Mature and gangster films
featuring Henry Fonda, Ditk Bogard, Humphrey Bogart, Katherine Hepburn and Lon
Chaney were all popular. Gitls in the audience loved Judy =~ Garland, Shirley Temple and
violet-eyed Elisabeth Taylor.

A friend recently mentioned to me that she and her three primary school aged
brothers, accompanied by their mother, enjoyed the matinee every Saturday. The mother
would buy a pound (500grams) of sliced Devon at the grocer's shop on the way and they
shared or swapped slices of Devon for sweets. When she was older my friend sat towards
the back of the igloo with girl friends. They bought Jaffas or Minties with their pocket
money and would throw them at the other kids to get their attention if they got bored.

Occasionally when the power failed or the film snapped the kids would stamp

Page 5
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The Genealogist's 23rd Psalm

Genealogy is my Pastime ... I shall not stray,
It maketh me to lie down and examine half-buried Tombstones;
It leadeth me into stll Courthouses.
It restoreth my Ancestral Knowledge;
It leadeth me into the Paths of Census Records and
Ships Passenger Lists for my Surnames' sake;
Yeah, though I wade through the Shadows of Research
Libraries and Microfilm Readers,
I shall fear no Discouragment, for a Strong Urge is with me.
The curiosity and motivation, they Comfort me;
It demandeth preparation of Storage Space for
the Aquisition of Countless Documents;
It anointeth my Head with burning Midnight Oil,
My Family Group Sheets runneth over.
Surely Birth,Marriage and Death dates shall follow me all the Days
of my Life,

And I shall dwell in the House of a Family History Seeker Forever.

~ Unknown ~
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Water was officially turned on in the township on 18th June 1955.

In 1956 Bargo’s population was 950 with 225 homes having water laid on.

The Wattle Blossom Fair, an annual event organised by the community of
Bargo was well attended with up to 2 hundred ingenuously decorated floats from Bowral,
Picton, local business and community organizations including Scouts, Guides, marching
girls, decorated bicycles and clowns. Novelty items such as catch the Greasy Pig, tug of
war, and pillow fights with combatants perched on a log also proved popular. Horse
events, axe man ship and Billy cart racing were on the agenda with the Chocolate Wheel
and hot dog booth raising revenue, mainly for charity. The fairy floss stand was a popular
attraction for most children. The fair was always well attended and everyone came away
smiling but pleasantly tired.

Two steam trains daily serviced Bargo. Families who lived by the train line
often came outside to wave as the train passed. During winter, the fireman shovelled coal
out so people could pick it up for their fire.

Cars and trucks, many of them long distance transports, kept the Hume
Highway very busy. Bimbo’s road house was the only 24 hour café open between the
Victorian border and Sydney for quite some years. It employed a great many local women
as waitresses, cooks and cleaners.

Later, a café at Yass began to open all night.

From about 1956/57 two Pioneer Express Buses stopped at Bimbo’s Road
House at 5am every day for breakfast as well as transport lorries taking produce to
Flemington markets. Commonwealth truck drvers carried war surplus goods from
Melbourne to Emu Plains for storage. Mile tankers from the Goulburn Valley , wine
tankers and car carrier drivers ate at Bimbo’s, filling their fuel tanks also.

Many of Australia’s original pop stars, Johnny O’Keefe, his band, Col Joye and
the Joy boys with little Patty, Lonnie Lee and various other rock and rollers called at
Bimbo’s to relax after shows in the Southern Tablelands, Bowral and Mittagong.

A great number of young folk took refreshments at Bimbo’s after dances and other
entertainment in nearby towns.

The Royal Easter Show in Sydney and all through the snow season in the Snowy
Mountains saw Bimbo’s extremely busy with young holiday makers travelling all through
the night.

1980 saw the South Western F5 Freeway opening, bypassing Bargo. The Hume
Highway was renamed Remembrance Drive.

Three new homes a week were being completed in the district with land values escalating
because of easier proximity to the Liverpool/Sydney and Canberra regions.

The township of Bargo is still spilt by the railway line. On the east side of the
line stood the Buffalo Lodge, 2 large corrugated iron shed where the Buffalo’s met every
Friday night. The hall was also used for parties, farewells etc. It was demolished many
years ago.

At the end of Ironbark Road was the local tip. Local children built Billy-carts
from discarded pram wheels and wooden boxes found at the tip. They also repaired the
odd pushbike and salvaged other odds and ends.

There was a yabby hole at the back of the rubbish dump, one near the overhead
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Old Recipe’s

Lavender Water

1 Cup of Lavender flowers
1 cup of Rosemary

1 cup of Jasmine flowers

1 cup of Tansy

A little Sage

Water

Method:
Boil it all in a lidded pot
letting as little steam as
possible escape. Bottle when
cold and sprinkle on yourself
and your clothes
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Bargo environs have grown enormously with large expensive homes dotting the
landscape where poultry farms and orchards thrived not so long ago.

Many families seeking a semi rural lifestyle away from crowded Campbelltown
are still moving to Bargo.

In 1956 the population of Bargo was 950 souls. By 1993 it had grown to
2,935.The Wollondilly Shire Council Index of Population and Dwelling Statistics at June
30, 2001 show 3,678 people now live in the area. 83.5% of these are families with young
children. Bargo contains 1,196 dwellings.

Wollondilly Shire is comprised of 16 towns and Villages and contains an overall
population of 38,500 people.

Aboriginal Place Names

Wollondilly - Water trickling on rocks

Bargo - Ciripple - It was also said that the local
aboriginal tribe, Gundagurra,
influenced the English spelling
of the name.

Tahmoor - Bronze wing pigeon

Yanderra - Turpentine tree

Burragorang - Valley abundant with food

Life before the Computer

Memory was something that you lost with age
An application was for employment
A program was a TV show
A cursor used profanity
A keyboard was a piano
A web was a spider’s home
A virus was the flu
A CD was a bank account
A hard drive was a long trip on the road
And a mouse pad was where a mouse lived.
Unknown
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