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EBITORIAL COMMEMNTS

While Australians will be commemorating =ygictory in the
Pacific®™ on 13 August and have already acknowledged "Jictorw
in Europe® on May 2 we must not faraet the large number of
immigrants who came to this country as a result of the Second

Horld KWar.

A WM o Ml AU _ Al

One such group originated in Estonia. Many families in this area
are connected to the Estonians who after the Second World Har
s=ttled in and around Thirlmeare which at one stage was the 3
largest poultry producing dietrict in Hew South Wkales.

However, according to Mrs Linda fiavik, it was szhale oil" which
brought the first Estonians to this area. This was 4Jears before 5
the outbreak of the second World War.

Therefor=, 1 believe that it is fitting ta recognise their valuable
input into our community. My thanks to Mr Mart Ramp2 of
Ccamden fTor making available copies of his late father’s papers as
well as to Mr Edaar Aavik who is a member of our Societu.

ME. Details of =pISCUSSION FORUM™ on 23 June on page 7
filso included Membership Renewal and MHomination Forms.
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LEONID RaMPE

The passing of Mr Leonid Rampe was reported in the Picton Heuis
of 27 March 1937,

Estonian Historian Passes Awmay

The death of Mpr Leonid Rampe on Saturday 21 March 1957 sent
shock waves through the E=ztonian Community of Thirlmere and all
ovar Rustralia.

Mr Rampe was born in Tallinn, Estonia an January 13, 1919 Arter
the Second World War, he came to Australia and settlad gzt
Thirlmere, where he soon became 3 respected and a valuable member
en the community; among the Estonian as well as in the local
community activities. Leonid Rampe was a foundation member of the
Picten Eotary Club. as a guest spesker of Lions, Raotary, Rpex and
Uiew Clubs, Leonid introduced Estonian history and culture &g
promote the understanding =nd acceptance of the Estonian migrant
to Australian society.

It always gave Leonid great =atisfaction to help people in need of
help. Hi= areatest contribution was  tgo the Estcnian Relief
Committee through the establizhing of the Estanian Retirament
Village and Hostel at Thirlmere where he served for mand Years zc
chairman and administrator.

Leonid will also be remembared as a3 great conductor of the
Thirlmere Estonizn Choir which hs coenducted for 25 Years, and on
many accasions to Australian audiences.

Leonid Rampe will be sadly missed by all the people who knew him
and worked with him.

Guest Speaker in 1979

The following Faper was presentad by pMr Rampe tao the Picton View
Club on 2 July 1979,

ESTONIN by Leonid Rampe

ARt the beginning of this century, when grezt archeolagical
dizcoveries were made in Mesopotania and z new and so far Vaguely
researched, the most ancient Suymerian Civilisation, came more and
more to the forearound in the circles of histerians, 3 stone
doorknob was found with an inscription in cuniform lettering. The
inscription was translated into latin lettering which was as follows:
"Daaravahusa majaukse kaasa kaina karata". The only word
understandable was Daaravahusza, that’s how King Darius of Parsiaz
used to call himself, The rest of the text was 3 mustery for
some time wuntil someone tried to decipher it by appluing the
Estonian language for interpretation. The mustery was solvad at
once  with the text Mmeaning: "Gg through Daaravashusa’s doar
silently™®



Becausa of this discovery most of the Sumerian texts are now
understandable and from them we learn that after long wars the
Sumerian pecple were farced to leave their hameland in order to
find new and more friendly places where ta settle. They left
behind thair language. culture and customs which weare takan over
by the conquerers, hence the inscription on Daaravahusa’s doorknob.

The wanderings of the Symerian people through Eastern Europe and
Middle East took thousands of 4Jears znd is shrouded in clouds of
history although many national arcups who speak Fenno Ugrian
languages were left scattered throughout the great Russian plains.

The arrival of Fenno Ugrian tribes to the Baltic wastelands
happened some J06@ B.C. They settled as Ectonia, Livonian, Curonian
and Prussian nations, the latter being sbsorbed by Saxon tribes.

The advent of Christianisation at the turn of the first millennium
finds the Esztonian pecple wedged between Slavonic Orthodox and
Catholic influences which were vigorously resisted by the pecple
practising animism. Estonians who at that time had 3 well developed
zocial order believed that their lives wers regulated by friendly
and evil spirits who dwelled all around them in nature, mainly in
the forests and who in turn were acverned by mighty gods.

althouagh the Estonians lived in wariou= districts under tribal order
and had different tribal names they a2ll had a common nams which
was the "Kunsla Hation® who lived in Kungla.

at the beginning of the {7tk centurd, Pope Innocent 11 declared &
crusade against the he=athen Baltic pecple and formed for that
purpose, a militant order of the monks called the Brotherhood of
the Sword. All sorts of adventurers and cutthroats flocked to Join
because to all of them was promised absolution of their sins and
land to settle after conquest,

Thus started the ancient war of independence for the Estonian
pzople which lasted gusr 38 Jears. The whnole Baltic regicn was
subsequently conquared by the Teutonic Order of Knights who
replaced the Order of the Swords and the whole country was
plunged into a TEE year slavery. Thare were nuwmnmarous uprisings by
the subjugated peorle which were put down by extrem=ly brutzl
means and which zarved only to despen the uoke and deprivation.

The cowntru changed rulers sevaral times, from Teutonic Knights to
Danish, Polish and swedish Creowns and finally in 1714, after the
Great Northern Kar between Sweden and Russia, to a Russian Crown
under Feter the Great.

The continuous wWars znd pestilance took terrible toll of the
population =o that a chronicler of that time wrote about the
countruside which was that much depleted of peaople that one who
found a footprint of a man sunk to hiz knees and kissed the
footprint. There was no zgund of a cock crowing or a dog barking.

s
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With the influx of modern and humanist ideaz from Western Eurocpe
in ths 1&%th and 19th centuries rulers of Baltic and Russia found
that =slave labour was extremely wnprodurctive. The Russian Tsars
HBlexander I and Hicholas 1, decreed that serfdom should be
abolished in 1814 in Estonia, 1819 in Livonia and in 1861 in the whole
of Russia.

Thus the economy of the Ruscian Empire was transfarred from a
faudal ta a monstary economd.  These suvents gave the peasantra 3
chance to acquire land for themsealues, Tenants sat sbout the
task of improving their tialdings, extracting the last ounce of
effort from their wives and children s as to amass the surplus

necezsary tc buy their holdings. Hhile =cme Estonians wers thus
rising in the social scale, others were sinking. The tenants who
Tailed tc make good, the men who had newver held land st zil now
wandered as seasonal labouwrers, Jthers found their way to the

Estonian towns,

Inevitably, the ecomomic revolution Was accompanied by a reunlution
of  ideas. For centuries, the Estonian’s consciousness of their
entity had been a negative thing, felt only as a =entiment of
Common suffering and exprescad only in nostalaic foelk-songs, in
blind and hopeless revolts and in religious rewvivalism. How, with the
lifting of the feudal shackles and the emergence of so mang
Estonians to a new life as Ppeasant proprietors and as  town
workers, that consciousness began to become positive, began o
take the form of nationaslisa.

10
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The national awakening esventuated which led subssquently to the
independence of the Estonian nation in 1318, The nstionzl awakening
wa=s a mnost dramatic event comparable to the Jewis
awakening after the helocaust of World blar I1. T

wha had acquired higher education throush extreme difficulties and
who in order to obtain a position suitable to their educaticnal
standard, had been compelled to declare themssluves to he Germans
or- Russians, suddenly found that they were Estonians, They r=lt
that because they are educated they had an obligation to their
Felleww Estonians to pass on their kncwledae.

Folkloric tales and songs which were pazsad on from generation to
generation by word of mouth were callected by Estonian
intellectuals and students, written down into thousands of volumes
and preserved to this dauy in the Ezstonian National Museum.

Romanticismm - the harking back to a common past, Lo a muthical,
free and glorious hergic age - received its stimulus in Estonia from
the publication of folksongs and legends in the form of an epic
Feem, the KALEVIPOEG by an Estonian medical doctor whose name was
Kreuzwald.

The story is a= follows:
Kalev, one of the sons of the 3reat god, Taara, is borne by an

eagle tec UVirn <(the northern province of E=stoniad, where he found a
Kingdam. klhen the time for his marriage comes, he ssaks out Linda,
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a girl born of a pullet®™s egg and brought up by a peasant woman.
The son of the moon and the son of the stars, the sons of the
sun and the winds and the water had all sought Linda’s hand, but

it was Kalev whom she accepted. She bore him many children, but
none were fit to be the heir except Kaleviposg, the <child born
after Kaleuv’s death. Kalew’s tomb was wuander the Domberg at

Tallinn and Linda’s tears made 2 lake below the city.

In her widowhood, Linda was se=ized by & magician from Finland and
carried aver the waters of the gulf, where she was saved from
rape by UKED, the god of thunder, whe =ent his thunderbelt= and
turned her into a rock. Kalevipoeg set out to find her, and after
swirmming long and far, reached the shorses of Finland, where he
found the magician and slew him.

Before leaving Finland, Kalevpos=g sought ocut the Smith from wham
his father had cordersd a miraculous sword. There was a party and
Kalevipoeg got drunk. He had a quarrel with the Smith’s son which
developed into =z fight. In his drunkennsss he slew the Smith’s son
and then aescaped with the sword - but not before the Smith had
put =2 curse on him Back in Uiru, Kalevipoega bscams king and s=t
to work with horse and eplough to make the wastziand fertile.

c

Bu the shores of Lake Peipsi he met a sorcersr who spiritaed awa
b sword while he was =zaslesp and dropped it in the waters of
Kaapa. Kalavipoeg was making his wau back to Yiru with his load of
wood when he foeund himself in the Dewil’s cawve where he spent a
pleazsant night with thresz girls while the Dewvil was away. On tha
Newil’s return he overcames him in battle and escaped with the girls
and a load of gold. He gave the girls to hiz friends and the gold
to the builders of h cities, and then he was =seized with
restlessness and desire to explore the a2nds of the =arth, where
=ky and water meet. He had 2 ship made all of siluer and got as
far as Lappland where he took on a Lapp pilot, Warrak, but theu
zoon learned that the earth has ne end and sailed back to Uirua.
Here all was peace and prosperity for seven dears, till the forces
of the enemy invaded Viru, enly to be hurled back by Kalevipogg and
his friends.

Than Kalevipoeg was once again overcoms by restlessness. He set
out for the Devil’s palace snd at last found the Devil himself, and
for ceven nights and seven days theuy wrestled, until at last the
Devil was overcome. Kavelipoeg was now triumphant. He returned
to Lindanisa, his capital, and prepared to seek a bride in the land
of Kungla. But before he could leave, the Lapp Warrak appeared
to claim the price of his pilotage: this was nothing less than the
book of wisdom which Taara had agiven to Kalew and Kalevy had
chained to the wall of his housa. Kalevipoeg let him take the book
but its loss browught nothing but misfortune.

Enemies attacked WViru from all sides and Kalewipoeg and his men
were defzated. There was neothing for Kalsvipoeg but to leave his
country in disgracea. He came to the Kaapa stream, and, wading in,
he whom no sword borne by man couwld wound, had both legs sesvered
by his own sword that =till lay there with the curse of the Finnish
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Smith on it The time for Kalevipoag™s death had come. He found
himself in the hall of heroes in Taara®s Kingdom.

The great gods, leath to waste so fine a man, sent him to guard
the gates of Hell to prevent the Ewvil One from emerging. and
there is Kalevipoeg to this dau, bestride his white charger with l=gs
severed below the knee and with hi=z great fist embedded in ths
granite of Hell’s gateway.

The lesson of Kalevipoeg to the scholars of that time was that the
Estopian people had a2 folklore that was unigque. Here wa=s a
rantheistic legend with no trace of Christianity, with many gods and
manyg devils, =2 legend that was distinct too from Germanic,
Scandinawvian and Slavonic mythology, and indeed had little in common
with that of any other race except the Finns. The lesszcn for the
Estonian people was that theu had once been free and the land of
Estonia their land. Here in the Kalevipoeg were their songs, their
funeral dirges and their wedding chants and the Iiullabies they
heard in their cradles, all strung round the story of the son of
Kalev, the heroc who was the sumbol of Estonia.

At the time of national awakening, newspapers were started in the
Eszteonian language in many towns, musical =scocieties were founded
which in turn organised singers, festivals which became a Lradition
and i= carried on toc this day.

Arnuthing Estonian came into fashion and was practised on a grand
scale like making national costumes, beautifuing ewveruday utensils
with ornaments etc The manifestation of belonging to the same
nation is expressed to this day through the varicus national
costumes and national ocrnmental jewellasryg.

Extonia has 11 distinct districts and each of them devaloped 3
different national pattern. The differsntiation i= not only in zkirts
and blouses but alse in the waricous accessories like belts, aprons,
sacks, headgear and so on. That is applicable mainly to the
womens’ costumes. Mens® wear was much simpler. The gouna ones
wore mainly black or grey wvests, below +the kKnee trousers and
white =ocks tied with their districts’ knee-tiss. Rlder men wors
black or grey knes-length coats, white socks and black tophats.
Ribbons with the design of waricus districts were worn and tied
everywhere, around the bouguets of flowers, around drinking mus3s,
around tophats etc.

This tradition i= very strongly maintained to this day in Estonia
where despite the Russification and the political oppression, the
Estonian people express their feelings and belonging through
national arts. The zame goes for Estonian grouwps who live in the
free world.

Evaery 4 years there is a national gathering of Estonian people in
one of the capital cities of Australia where Estonian Days are
celebrated, where choirs sing, plays are performed, waricus
exhibitions staged and folk dances danced. The =s=ame goes for world
gatherings, the next being in 1288 in Stockholm.
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COMING EVENTS

Sundau 23 June
1888 a.m. Biscussion Forum.
This forum is open to all members plus any
other person who is interested in the
activities of the ZSociety. In a relaxed and
infermal atmosphere we shall sxamine potential
avenues and identify future projects which
will be for the betterment of this Scocietwu.
Bring wour ideas and your lunch.
188 p.m Library Forum.
For all those who participate in the Library
Roster. Coordination of activities, implament
suggestion=s and improuge public awareness of
cur facilities.
£.88 p.m. Executive Committee.
Hopefully our brains will nct have reached
saturation point.

Hinter
July Mrs Kath Sheedy
August Caltural Music #» Arts History
0ld Bush Craft
Serina

ASHNUNL GENERAL MEETIHG
Member= are reminded that the AB6.M. of the Scciety will be held
on 11 September 1395 To nominate for a position and to vote,
member=s must be financial. Please alsc note that SUBSCRIPTIONS
fall dus on 1 July. Not onlu do we wvalue your financial
contributions but we also welcome your suggestions and ideas
whethar youw are a local or distant member. (FORM INCLUBED)

September Historic Gardens and Homes

October Cemeteries

Hovember (Evening Halk) Bush Heritage
Summer

December End of Year Party

Index of Hewspaper Announcements

Fublished in this Jjournal on pages 7 - 1@ iz the second
instalment of  this index. We are indebted to member Colin Fost
who has extracted these announcements from local newspapars.
The society has copies of the newspapers referenced and Colin
has painstakingly transcribed the details relating to the ewvent.
Maost of the material refers to contemporary occurrences and
while many people mauy not see the wvalue in such an exercise
Just think of the future. What a boon to the pext generation
of family and local historians' On their behalf, I thank you.

Explanation of abbreviations:—

'FI=- Appreciation B:— Birth C:— Correspondence I:— Death

I:i- In memorium L:- Legal HM:- Marriage 0:- Obituary
P:- Probate R:— Return Thanks.
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SURNAME

Askillsdsen
Askilsdsen
Ast ley
Astley
Astley
Astley

fst ley
Gstley
Astley
Atfield
Atherton
Athertaon
Atkins
Atkins
Atkins
Atkins
Sttard
Attwood

Auchterlonie
puchterlonis

Austin
Austin
Austin
Austin
Austin
Austin
Ausktin
Austin
BRagnell
Bailey
Railey
Bailey
Bailey
Bailey
EBailey
Railey
Baillie
EBaker
Baker
Baker
Baker
Baker
Ball
Ball
Ball
Ball
Ball
Ballinger
Barber
Barker

{Fowar

FIRGT NaME

Gdlice Blanche
Alice Blanche
Arthur

Arthur

Carole Anne
Carol Ann
Nell

Nell

Nell

Donald Albert
Tan

Robert

Irene Marea
Irene Marea
Irense Marea
Ga.W.

Faul

Florence May
David

Bradley Douglas

Anne Selina
Eileen Jessie

Florence Elizabeth
Florence Elizabeth
"Henry

Fathleen

Tom

Trevaor

Ronald

Arthur

Evelyn Bridget
Harold Charles
Harold Charles
Ralph

Sidney beorge
Wilma

Lydia

Firank

Lovola Grace
Loyola Grace

Reginald Fregerick

Thomas Charles
Albert

Claude

George

beorge

Mary Elizabeth
Fredericlk
George Maxwell
Thomas

RESIDENCE

Fedbank
Redbank

Tahmoor
Tahmoor
Tabmoor
Tahmoor
Tahmoot
Tahmoor
Aubuirn

Douwglas Fark

Bargo
Svdney
Buxton

Buxton
Wellington
Barqo
Bargo
Barao
Buxton
Broken Hill
Tahmoor
Tahmoor

=

Bargo
Hurstville
Budgewoi
Buxton
Tahmoor .

Ficton
Buxton
England
Cowra
Rargo
Barogo
Bargo?
Ficton

Frimbees

TYF EDATE
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Sep
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MNow
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Oct
Ot
Oct
Ao
Jun
Jun
Sep
Feb
Auag
Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun
Mav
Jan
Mowv
MNov
Jan
Feb
Ap
Apr
AL
Apr
Aug
~ug
Feb
Jun
Sep
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27
10
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Barker
Barker
Barlow
Barrnard
Barnes
Barnes
Barnett
Earnett
Barras
Barratt
Barrett
Bartlett
Bagssingthwaite
Bate
Bates
Rates
Hateup
Bateup
Rateup
Bateaup
Bateup
Bateup
Bath
Batth
Batman
Eatman
Batman
Batman
Batman
Batmanm
Battaglini
Battin
Batty
Batty
Baxter
Bauter
Baxter
Baxter
Baxter
Baxter
Baxtar
Basxter
Bayley
Bayleay
Bay ley
Bavley
Rayley
Rayley
Bayvley
Beale

Winfred
Wini+red

Gertrude (Gerdut anna

Faymond Gilham
Henley Clwydd
James Dennis
Evelwvn

Morman

Edward

LLillian Susanna
Fichard Charles
heorge

M=

Je+§F

Borothy May
william

Amos

BGeorge Norman
Samuel Oswald
Tda S.W,

Tda S.W.

Tda T.W.

Ferry

Violet Ellasn (Judy)

Feith Rayvmond

Fhyllis Gladys May

Fhvllis May
Fhyllis May
Fhyllis May
Fonald Francis
Smearious John
George

Harold Frederick
Rodney James

Ewart Gilbert (billie
Ewart Gilbert (Gillie
Gertrude &nnie Reilly
Thomazs Henry Harry)

Hilda Agrnes
Velina Ellen
Velina Ellen
Vallina Ellen
Edith Emily
Edith Emily
Edith Emily
Edith Emily
Thomas
Thomas
Thomas

Jimmy

Fictaon

Bargo
Yancderra
Yanderra

Bargo
Tahmoor
Wallenbean

Baroao
Ficton
Fictomn
Ficton
icten
Pic4aom
Pictaon

Douglas Fa

Greenacre
Buston
Buxton
Buxton
Buxton

Fictom
Ficton

Ficton
Ficton
Ficton

"Ficton

Ficton
Ficton
Ficton
Ficton
Ficton
Ficton
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SURNAME

Bean
Beasley
EBeasley
Heck
Beckhouse
Becus
Becus

Beer
Beitsch
Beitsch
Beitsch
Beitsch
Beitsch
Belbin
Belbin
Eell

Bell
Bellman
Belshaw
Bennaett
EBennett
Bennett -
Bennett
Benmnaett
Bennett
Bennett
Bennett
Bennett
Berson
Bent
Bentlevy
Besnard
Best

Best

Best

EBest

Retts
Bevan
Bevan
Eevan
Bevan
Biffin
Eillington
Billington
Billington
Billington
Rillington
Billinton
Binks
Birnie

FIRST NAME

.—,9_

RESIDENCE

David

fAllan Rufus
Mav

Dornge Gladvs
Wayne John
Mary Elizabeth
Mary

Walter Elbon
Maree Elaine
Robert Edward
Marie Elaine
Stephen Edward
Edward Stephen
Hlbert Charles
Elizabeth

Wilton
Douglas FPark
Barao

Bargo

Eurmell

Darwin
Darwin
Thirlmere
Woodford

Emma Francis {Cissie) Ficton

W.J. (Joe)
Arthur

Arthur

Alfred William
Johr

Michzslle les
Norman Richard
Narman Richard-
Norman Richard
NokFman Richard
Norman

Violet Estelle
Charlotte

Jane

Katherine Agnes
Julius

Norman

Norman

Norman

Norman

Frederick Macleay

Eva (.
Margaret

Elsie Madeline
Elsie Madeline

Frederick Arthur

Alexander
Alexandear
Millicent May
Millicent May
Millicent May
Millicenrnt May

Feter Edward John

Malciolm (Jun)

Bargo

Matraville
Buxton
Ficton
Razarback
Bargo
Barago
Bargo
Eargo
Bargo
Bargo
Hornsby

" Barago
Buxton
Buxton
Buxton
Buxton

Burwood
North Svdney
Ficton
Ficton

Tahmoor

TYF EDATE

D Oct 22
D Dec &
I Aug 13
D Feb 12
D Jan 27
D May 19
R Jun 16
D Dec 9
D Jul B8
I Jul =
I Jul 3
D May 24
I May 24
D apr 29
D Jan 16
D Jun 21
D Apr 17
I apr 17
D Oct 14
L. Jun 8
D Jan 146
B Mar 11
I Feb 1%
I Feb 13
I . Feb &
I.. May 31
I Feb 13
D May 3
D Apr 30
i} Mar 23
I Jul 14
D Feb 21
D Jun 17
0 Jul 1
R Jul 1
L Jun 23
D Jul 29
D Jul 4
D Jul 8
K fpr 22
D Mar &
D Mar 11
D Jul 8
I Jul 5
I May 0
I May &8
I May 31
I Jun 1
E Nov 10
D May 28
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Buest Speaker — 1977

The following paper was read before the Picton fipex Club on 1&
May 1977.

ESTONIARS in AUSTRALIA and THIRLHMERE
by:— Leonid Rampe
gustralia is a land of immigrants. In fact apart from the
aborigines everybody else ic a migrant or a descendant of migrants
of the past. One in =every ten people in fAustralia besides Englizh
speaks another lanjgua3e or i= born in ancther country; one in five
claims to belong to some national minoritg. -

In the S5Sydneu region alone ther= are 64 national minorities and
groups conducting their own cultural, cporting and other diversified
activities in their varicus ciubs and churches.

On a per capita basis, pustralia has
any cther country in the world and Lthat
and of World HWar 11

more migrants than
e=n mainly since ths

w

1+ is therafore obvious that the Bustralian population as a whole
ic subject to tremendous zacial, cuwltural, industrial and political
pressures stemming from people who have coms fram various
countries and auite different =social, cultural, industrial  and
palitical enviromants and whose natural urge i= to  keep and
maintain their national qualities and their natioernal identities.

Quer the wuwears the policy of immigration of wvarious pustralian
governments has changed considerably. When in the early postwar
uears an emphasis was put on the speedy assimilation of migrants
into the traditional Australian community and wau of life, their self
exprassions in their own fnational way weare discouraged. Then lately,
the emphasis as far as migrants are concerned is put by the
Sovernments on integration and parallel existence of migrant

cultures.

Hational aroup organisations play  an important role in the
successful settlement of newcomers Lo this country.

Bu pr-oviding a sumpathetic enwironment and axperience of those long

term and not so long term zettlers, these organisations serve as a
bridge between the new society and the old

National groups provide the most affective kind of welfare service
which solves problems at their source.

The contributions of these groups, however, iz not confined to
solving esveryday problems. The groups alsc help to preserve the
cultural traditions which migrants bring with them to Australia and
to foster an acceptance of these traditions in the pAustralian

community.

T
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Estonianzs are 3 Comparatively =mall national group in Australia. At
presant there are approximatealy 888 of them altogether.
Approximately 3088 are in Sydney, 1080 in Melbourne, 868 in Adelaide,
386 in Perth, 2086 in Brisbane, 15@ in Thirlmere, 188 in Canberra, 189
in Newcastls, 58 in Tasmania and the rest are scattered all ouer
the Australian continent.

In all of these places they have established their ocwn societies and
church congregations. In Sudney, Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth and
Thirlmere, the Estonian Societies have their Swn  premises  and
church buildings,

According to the records  in ar-‘:hiues, the first Estonians in
Australia may be traced back toc the middle of the last century.
The most prominent of this era was a3 man called Jaan Kannulujk
who arrived in Australia in 1837 and settled in Melbourne.

As an capable cabinet maker he was held in high esteem by the
leading architects of his day. His works include the Grimwads
Memorial Screen in 3t Faul’s Cathedral, furnishings in the
Independent Church, fittings in many banks in Melbourne and Victoria
and the antire furniture of "Australia House" in Landon. His secand
son Ir Walter George Kannuluik was 3 distinguished Australian
scientist and senicr lecturer st the Physics Department of the
University of Melbourne.

The most prominent Estonian of the post World War II era is
undc-ubtedlg Arvi Parbo who came to Australia in 1949 = 3 Displaced
Person and served his Compulsory work obligation as a conductor in
the Adelaide Tramwaus Department.

After attending the University of Adelaide and obtaining a degreas in
mining engineering hea Joined the Western Mining Company wor-king
through the whole system of that company where he bacame the
first General Manager and later the President of the Board. Under
hi= guidance the Hestern Mining Company was reorganised into the
kestern Mining Corporation which iz at the present time the tiggest
Australian cwned mining and exploration company in this countru.

As you know we have within the Wollondilly Shire a congregation of
Estonian pecple in the Thirlmere area. In its heyday, the Thirlmere
Estonian Community numbered about 246 people in about &@ Foultry
farms. This nuwinber has dwindled to S operating poultry farms and
about 15@ people at the presaent time 1977 - Ed).

The history of the Estonian Community in Thirlmere Joes back to
12253, In that year a man named Arthur Nortots came to Thirlmersa

and astablished the first Estonian poultry farm: More Estonians
Joirned him in the same venture and bu 1939 there were 23 Estonian
poultry farms in the district. A couple of years earlier they

formed a Co—operativs Society "Kungla Farmers" which developsd intco
an ef fective BCoONOMmic activity and has now a3 fairly large
membership.
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The Thirlmere Estonian Community owns a church and a community
hall which was built in 1952 and later extended. It is kept in good
arder and hire frequentla %o local groups and Iindividuals fFor
variocus functions.

The Thirlmsrse Estonian

Society iz weruy active. 1t has a mixed vaice
choir, a play—grour and a women’s auxiliarg.
1t iz more erobable that in 28 or 20 yesrs time, only memory and a
few descendants of %the present day Estonians will remain in this
di=ztrict. But thers i=s on= fr-.-‘ture here which undoubtedly will
stand against time a= a major Estonian contribution to thiz area.
That faeature is the Estonian Senior Citi: s’ Home in Thirlmere
Gectuwally it is already and is becoming sven more =0, a rehirment

village comprizing 18 buildings.

1t iz run by the Estonian Relief Committae which is a regiztared

At present thsre are 48 pensioners living in the Home. With the
proposed conversion of House Hoo 1 inte =2 hostel,  additicnal
accommodation Tor I2 pensioners and a staff of 4 will be providad.
The money for this project iz already sllocated i the Faderal
budget of 1378-72 and building opaerationz will prabably commence in
Mag 1973,

Eztonian people of my Jeneration and before, have been very
fortunats that E] retirmant yvillage has been established in
Thirlmera. Yery manyg of thoase people cames ko Ausiralia in their
Fortys bacause poshtuwar immigration acceptsd peocpls up to 45 years
of age. Unfortunately at that age it iz very difficult Lo master a
new lapnguagsa. Many of these pecpls have lost their spouse and
found themssives alone in a strange snvironmani. The biggest

curse of old aae i= loneliness.

Fut there i= also another pr ct1-=-m ta overcome and that iz th
money problem.  The useful working life of this cateacry of paop
wa= rather short. Ther f-r-a many have not besen able Lo =av
ancugh Lo build or top buy = house Renting accommodation in large
fAaustralian citiez at the resent time puts without any doubt, a
person on or even below the poverty line.  So the only alternativ
for such people was, and still is, to find accommodation in an
established cld pecples” home.

Sadly enouagh there are very few of those available. Many are ruan
as private, businesses which in many cases do not show much profit
in the present economic climate.

The E=tonian Relief Committaee recognised these difficulties =arly
and acted accordingly, establishing in 13533768 the Estonian Sanior
Citizens” Fund. gr: Art Union Lottery was held and a Government
subsidy of a 2 to 1 was obtained. Lith this money Housze Ho. 1| was

built and complsted in 19362 By 1973, 23 mors buildings wers
erected.
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The Estonian Senior Citizens® Home has 3 differant tupes of
accommodation.

Firstly there are furnished single roams with a communal kitchen,
bathroom-toilet and a large communal =itting room. In order to
obtain a =single room no contribution of any kind is necessary.

Secondly there are self-contained flats for sinale people which
conecist of =z bed-=sitting room, a separate kitchen and a separate
bath-toilet. A contribution of 1 part in 3 of the buwilding costs
must be met by the cccupant.

Thirdly there are self-contained flats for married couples. Thes
consist af a bedroom, a =itting room, a kitchen and
bathroom—-toilet. Here also a contribution of 1 part in 3
necessary.

id

i1}

]

The other 2 wparts of the building-costs are carried by the
Commonwealth Government uwunder the "0ld Age and Inwszlid Pensioners’
Home RAct".

The rents for the occupants of the Home are wvery low. Feopla in
gingle room=s pay $¥5.88 per wesk being the amount of Sovernment
silbsidy they recsaive for accommodation. Faeaple in salf-containedg
gingle flats pay $2.58 per week and married couples $3.80 per wesh.

Low rents have been possible because all management and committee
work is doene on a voluntary basis, mostly by the people who live in
the wvillage.

Inflation and bad money management by Governmernts have denied at
the present time the 2 to 1 subsidy for projects under the
"Pensicners’ Homes RAct”. Therefore there iz a temporarg halt in
building activity at the Home, despite a long waiting list of peopls
who would like to settle in Thirlmere.

Mo doubt, the very near future will foist wapon ws all more and
more problems connected with geriatricse and the welfare of old
people and this is mainly because of zero population growth and a
longer life expectancy. If we wish to tackle these problems
satisfactorily in the future we must act now.

FEFFETFEFZIFIITIETITES
ESTONIR®S SHALE OIL
by:-— Edgar fRawvik

For a man struck with palsy (5t Matt. 9:23 the healing was 5
culmination for a great number of events, we all face now and
Lhan. For me it was on Friday 11 March 1394 when I made the
decision to go to Estonia in June-July, toc settle the matters of a
restored Tarm "ONNE" at Muruw, county of Someruw, close to Rakvere,
which had belonged to my father, Johannes AAVIK. Hz was the
Constable of the British ocwned UVANAMOISA CILFIELDS LTD shale mwines
and il refinery at Arasi



The companuy produced radioactive crude which being heavier than
water was later used by the German submarine boats to blockade
Enaland during the STALIN-HITLER alliance up until 19241, whsn
Germand attacked the Sowviet Union.

However, during the Soviet occupation of the Baltic states, Jah.
aaUIK was charged as an Agent cof the British Empirs, for providing
security to British personnel and their property at VANAMOIZSA. He
was arrested and with other Estonians who had bkeen charged as
Briti=h sympathisers and called Anglophilas, was taken to
Krasncjarsk Concentration Camp in Siberia, where fie lost his life.

It i= notable that at the Vanamoisa OGilfields, the person in chargs
was a man with the surname of WILSOH. Hi= =on, Harold lzter

becam= the English Prime Ministar. 1 met him on tiwo occasions.
Once =t a Chrizstmas Party, when he was given a British produced
cut—-out house. To be constructad, it had to be pasted together

and it took a lot of time and patience.

The cecond time was one swmmer when the test refinery was in
operation. I+ was at the reloading place on the railway from
Rakvere to Fort Kunda, where the railway dam was used as a path
for walkere and bikeriders and where one had to avoid the puddles.
I+ was wellknown, that the heavy oil on the bottom of the puddles

bl

would destroy the rubber tyres within 2-3 years.

Estonian Students®* Unity Befile (March?
i Septemhbheasr 1239

idhile in Estonia in 1994, 1 was surprised to receive an original
document. 1t was a circular, numbered 147, dated 1 September 1333
produced by the TARTU STUDENTS? BORRD and  signed by Aino
Kossesson. It stated:— “that Edgar #Aavik, the Chairman of the
ctudents® Board Cultural Affairs i= in charge af the Studasnts”
Festival Defile during the wisit of Esteonia’s President K. PPATS and
Germeral J. LAIDGNER of TARTU". This was orginally planned Tor

Sunday, 3 September. Dwing to developments of warlike tension in
Poland, Estonia had assigned her ships to English, Irish and Scottish
ports for safekeering. This was not known at the time and the

visit to Tartu was browght forward to Friday 1 Septaember. It was
the cpening day of the Annual Tartu fgricultural Exhibition.

The original plan to wvisit Harva and the Sowiet-border towns was
dropped and the impeortant visitors were scheduled Lo leave
Estoniz’s Presidential Summer Residence at Toila (Castle) o arrive
at the border of Tartu by 18 a.un

1 was then a teacher of Phusical Education and Music at the Tartu
wyi Public Scheool in MNaituse Street, a student in the Faculty of
Law {graduated HNovember 13482 and the Chairman of the CULTURAL
and STHLETIC Committees of the Students” Board.

The task was & rather trying one, for the Liberal Students’
Societies had intended to use the Festival Defile as a protest, and
only the Executive Committees wera to attend. It was a protest
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against the new Students”™ Board Lald. It called the students?
organisations COHUENTS and a minimam membership was sat at 268
membars with 3 elected representatives on the Students® Board,
Thus the unorganised students had last the right to be
represented.

Accordingly the liberal organisations had lost the leadership of the
Students® Board to the more conservative (patrictic) corporations.
The most decisive point was that the Womenz® Corporations chose to
zide with the Estontan M™Male Corporations. The Ethnic German,
Russian and Jezwish Societies and Corporations had decided not to
particirate in the 5Students’ Board {Parliament? activities. However,
their members, as well as the Estonian liberal and conservative
male members, made up almost all the non-commissicned and
commissioned officers of the Reservea. Therefore, if all the
students participated in the defile, it would have besn an indication
of "instant mobilisation®.

To avert the potential disunity and a threat to Estonia’s
independent stateheood, two messengers were sent by the Estonian
Government on Thursdauy 1 August, one at 988 am. ¢ K. Kuusk and
another at 368 p.m. %0, Arens) to advise me that any anti-
government demonstration may jeopardize Estonia’s nationhood. This
argument was discussed at the Students’® delegates’ meeting called

for 1595328 Therefore with phone calls and  dramabic all-night
meetings of 31 August and 1 September, the" total participation®
was organised for 1 Septeamber. Even more relevant was that at

£1.88, Estonia’s Radio, and the POSTIMEES, in its iscue of 1 September
reported the anti-governmeant demonstration.

Therefore, obviouslu Hitler was falsely encouraged to launch at
BLEINWITZ <Poland® zn attack by the GBerman Concentration Inmates
in Polish wnifarms on the German Broadcasting station. It provided
then, the cause for open warfare and Poland was conguered in 17
daus.

Maybe, what influenced "total participation" was the return to
Tartu of the Student PIOHEERS (Demolition) squads, who had been
sent to Estonia’s Shale Qil refineries in Morth Estonia to blow them

[

up - in case of German or Soviet paratroop landinas.

Estonia’s shale oil was important because of its radicactive
contents. It was used in submarine bcoats <sold to Germanyl,
because any leakages did not float to the surface where it could
be easily sesn by Air Reconnaisance but sank to the bottom of the
Sea.

The wveary successful students® defile, wherse 7-208 students
gathered in front of the historical house of Tartws Mayor, was an
indication of Estonia’s readiness for mobilisation. The intention ot
the Soviets <{(General SEROVS plan) to deport the Baltic reople to
Siberia was dropped and instead STALIN demanded bases in ESTONIA
(28 September?, then Lativa and eventuwallu Lithuania.
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